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Nominees Information

Garden Hills Student Action Group

Nominees Address

Centennial High School 913 Crescent Drive
Champaign, Illinois 61821
United States
Map It

I would like to nominate the above nominee for the following award (NOTE: only one category per nomination
form):

Rising Star

Narrative

 I would like to nominate the Garden Hills Student Action Group for the 2016 “Rising Star” Award.  This group is 
comprised of four students from Champaign:

Nikiaya Brandon: 10th grader at Centennial High School
Will Cowart: 11th grader at Centennial High School 
Destiny Melton: 10th grader at Centennial High School 
J’million Washington: Centennial High School graduate, Class of 2015 

This Student Action Group formed as a result of the Neighborhood Services Department reaching out to the 
Operation Hope program to express a desire for more student voices among the neighborhood improvement 
initiatives in the Garden Hills area.  These four students enthusiastically agreed to participate and share their 
expertise. The four students attended the Garden Hills Retreat last spring along with representatives from the 
Neighborhood Services Department, the Champaign Park District, Housing Authority of Champaign County, the 
Champaign Police Department, and community members.  
The students provided insight into how to engage and excite youth when it comes to neighborhood improvement 
efforts and participated in discussions about increasing community engagement.   

The most impressive thing about this group of students is their willingness to take initiative and be the voice of 
youth in the community.  Their ability to sit at the table with community stakeholders and discuss solutions to real-
time issues is a testament to their maturity, courage, and dedication to their community.  Each one of these 
students is a leader, and they each have the ability to be real change-makers in our community if they continue 
their work.  These students recognize the importance of civic engagement and are an inspiration to their 
classmates and neighbors. 
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