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Detention Basin Inspection Checklist 
 
Basin Name or Location: 
 
Basin Owner: 
 
Basin Maintainer (usually owner): 
 
Basin Type (wet or dry): 
 
Inspection Date: 
 
Photo attachments are encouraged. 
 
 

Annual Routine Maintenance Checklist 
 

Remove accumulated debris and litter, especially around the inlet and outlet areas.         
Mow routinely, unless there is native vegetation. 
Remove woody vegetation from all embankment areas. 

 
Erosion:  

Stabilize/re-vegetate side and bottom areas. 
Stabilize/re-vegetate contributing areas to reduce incoming sediments. 

 
Inspect:  

Algae growth or domination by single aquatic plant species 
Odor problems and/or insect problems 
Signs of accumulated sediment  
Holes in the ground from excessive animal habitation or possible sinkholes 
Unusual wet areas remaining visual 48 after rainfall 
Inflow & outflow systems (protective grates, blockages, and structural integrity) 
Emergency overflow system 
Detention function (normal, impaired) 
Check for invasive species – perform maintenance as needed. A complete list can be found 
at: http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/InvasiveSpecies/Pages/default.aspx  
 

 
 

http://www.dnr.illinois.gov/conservation/InvasiveSpecies/Pages/default.aspx
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