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Political Interest
(Congress)

Economic Interest Bureaucratic Interest
(Chamber of Commerce) (Corps of Engineers)




Proponents Usually
Have Something to Gain

Votes

Money

Agency funding and status

Land speculators and developers

Some taxing bodies

One region passing a problem along to another
Contractors

-- Often a large tangible benefit that makes them
easy to mobilize







Opponents and Bystanders Usually
Have Something at Risk

Land

Status quo — peace of mind — area’s rural character
Favorite recreation area

Healthful environment

Access to a natural or other resource

Increased potential for long-term harm

Small amounts of tax or other funds

-- Usually the risks are widespread and difficult to
qguantify “Don’t know what you’ve got ‘til it’s gone”




When Some Get Something For
Nothing,

The Rest Get Nothing For
Something




WHAT REALLY MATTERS?

Air
Water
ell

Qil??7??




How Did We Get Here?

Old landfills were built on poor ground
Permits are hard to obtain

They can be modified or circumvented and the process
is difficult for the public to follow

Chemical waste must be dealt with
Various interests just want it to go somewhere else --

If we were starting from scratch the site would be in a
more geologically suitable area or alternative means of
chemical destruction or containment would be
implemented




What is legal is not necessarily moral or reasonable

An action that appears to be legal, may suffer

from misinterpretation or erroneous application




Status, Titles and Offices can be and are
abused upon occasion

Do not defer to another political or economic
body If your legitimate interests are
threatened by what they propose in their

jurisdiction

Gather facts and take a reasonable stand to
protect the interests of your community

Demand that the political and bureaucratic
structures protect our water supply
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Things to Remember

Mobilize friends

Seek allies

Grant opponents reasonable respect, but pick
apart fallacies and shine a light on the facts

Do not underestimate them or the power of
oublic opinion

Do not burn wooden bridges




Some Insights from Past Battles




SAVE ALLERTON PARK!







 An aquifer is not a fast flowing river

e What goes in the aquifer

e Stays in the aquifer.




