Bicycling on Street

Lane Positioning. Rideina
straight line on the right far
enough from the edge to avoid

hazards, to be visible,
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Ride at least 5 feet from parked

cars to avoid openin

below). In lanes wide enough to
share side by side with motorists,
move a bit farther left to remain

visible. Move a bit right to

facilitate passing whe

does not compromise your safety,
as when a long stretch of a parking
lane is unoccupied. Do not weave
in and out of empty parking

spaces.
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edge of the street will

Don'tride on the

sidewalk. Itis llegal to
ride on the sidewalk in
business districts. While

legal. Motorists
nd pedestrians
re not looking

risk of a crash.
By

Control the lane. Move
toward the center when the
lane is too narrow for
motorists to pass safely
(with at least 3 feet
separation), at intersections,
or when moving at the
same speed as other traffic.
Some roads too narrow to
share side by side are
marked with sharrows and
BIKES MAY USE FULL LANE
signs.
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own a street.

Defensive Bicycling
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requires being vigilant and

prepared to avoid the

mistakes of others. Be alert,

scan the road, and expect
the unexpected. While
many motorist-bicyclist

crashes are the legal fault of

the motorist, a well
positioned and aware
bicyclist can nonetheless
anticipate and avoid many
crashes. Many experienced
bicydlists find that using a
mirror helps them stay
better aware of the traffic
around them.

The Door Zone
is the area along
theside of a
parked car where
an opening door
can strike or
startle a cyclist,
resulting in
serious injury or
death. It's not
just striking the
door that is the
danger. A
bicyclist may go
over the door,
bounce off the
door or be
thrown into
traffic by clipping
the handlebar or
by swerving to
avoid the door.
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Civility. In addition to following the
rules of the road, cooperation and
courtesy help to make our trips by
walking, bicycling and motoring safer
and more enjoyable for all. A friendly

Intersections. At intersections,
use the center of the rightmost
lane going in your direction
following lane markings. If you
can't change lanes to turn left, ride
across the street to the other side
and align yourself with traffic.
Using the center of the lane (even
when turning right) will control
the lane, make you more visible
and discourage motorists from
attempting to turn in front of you.
Never move to the right side of any
vehicle that may turn right,
especially trucks and buses.
Remember to signal your turns
and lane changes.
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When riding on a street
with a bike lane, ride at
least five feet from parked
cars. This is usually near
the left edge of the bike
lane, but you may need to
ride on the left line or
outside of the bike lane.
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wave will show your appreciation for
another road user's cooperation and
encourage more of the same.

conspicuous following
all traffic regulations.
Following traffic laws and
communicating are keys
to safe bicycling. Knowing
and following the rules

properly anticipate and
react to each other. Bright
and reflective clothing,
lights at night and a lane
position away from the

make you more visible.

speed, motorists are less
likely to see or yield to
faster hicyclists on the
sidewalk, increasing the
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